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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGUI 378 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SCUL, CT 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF CAR NATIONAL BASKETBALL TEAM TO US 

1. WE HAVE RECEIVED PROPOSAL FROM FORMER STAG BASKETBALL COACH 
JIM MC GREGOR OFFERING TO ORGANIZE AND LEAD A PLAYING TOUR OF U. S. 

FOR CAR NATIONAL TEAM NEXT NOVEMBER. MC GREGOR WOULD PAY ALL 
COSTS EXCEPT INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORTATION. AND TEAM WOULD AGREE 
TO PLAY 20 GAMES ON TOUR WITH MC GREGOR RETAINING RECEIPTS. 

MC GREGOR. WHO COACHED HERE AS STAG IN 1970, HAS TAKEN CAR TEAM 
ON TWO TOURS OF EUROPE PREVIOUSLY, APPARENTLY WITH GOOD RESULTS. 

2. WE PASSED PROPOSAL ON TO HEAD OF CAR BASKETBALL FEDERATION 
FRANCOIS PEHOUA, WHO INDICATED GREAT INTEREST IN TOUR BUT COULD 
NOT ACCEPT BECAUSE FUNDS FOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL SIMPLY UNAVAIL- 
ABLE FROM EITHER FEDERATION OR GOCAR RESOURCES. 

3. WE BELIEVE SUCH A U. S. TOUR BY CAR TEAM WOULD BE GREATLY IN 
OUR INTEREST HERE. BASKETBALL IS ALREADY THE NATIONAL SPORT, AND 
WITH ALL- AFRICAN BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS SCHEDULED FOR BANGUI 
NEXT WINTER AND CAR TEAM GIVEN GOOD CHANCE TO WIN. ATTENTION AND 
EXCITEMENT RE BASKETBALL WILL BE AT PEAK IN FALL. U. S. TOUR AT 
THAT TIME WOULD HAVE MAXIMUM IMPACT, AND CAR TEAM WOULD GAIN 
VALUABLE EXPERIENCE AGAINST U. S. OPPONENTS. TOUR WOULD ALSO HELP 
OFFSET MAJOR SPORTS EFFORT HERE BY SOVIETS, WHO HAVE ALREADY 
INVITED CAR BASKETBALL TEAM TO USSR PERHAPS NEXT MONTH AND ARE 
SENDING SOVIET TEAM TO BANGUI. 

4. FOR THESE REASONS REQUEST THAT DEPT. CONSIDER POSSIBILITY OF 
PROVIDING INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL GRANT FUNDS FOR MEMBERS CAR TEAM TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

IPELAGO. 

3. CITY OF STOCKHOLM GIVES LUNCHEONS AT CITY HALL, FOLLOWED BY 
PRESS CONFERENCE AND A DINNER AT THE SOVIET EMBASSY ON APRIL 5, 
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ACCORDING " EXPRESSEN". KOSYGIN DEPARTS STOCKHOLM ON APRIL 6. 

4 POLICE OFFICIALS SAY THEY ARE LJING ON NECESSARY BUT 
ESSENTIALLY MINIMUM SECURITY AND HAVETHUS FAR RECEIVED NO 
REQUEST FOR DEMONSTRATION PERMITS. SOME SMALL, SCATTERED 
DEMONSTRATIONS CAN BE EXPECTED, HOWEVER. 

OLENN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 

*** Current Classification *** LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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